
 

 

Jan/Feb 2022 

BAY CONNECTIONS 

 

President’s Message    
Greetings Chapter 14 and Happy New Year! 

Since our last newsletter, we had the pleasure of hosting the head  
of the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 
Administration, Tim Smith, PE. He was the speaker at our 
November luncheon in Frederick, which happened to be our first  
in-person meeting since 2019. Shout out to him for giving us an 
insider’s long view of SHA priorities for the next few years. 

Our first General Body Meeting this year was held virtually on January 20. Our most 
highly attended virtual meeting yet. I was glad to see and hear everyone’s ideas about   
the upcoming year. We also had the pleasure of meeting two of our newest members, 
Audrey Marshall and Rhonda Collins. Welcome to our Chapter, ladies!! 

Mark your calendars! Our next Executive Board meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
Thursday, February 17, and, as always, this meeting is open to all members. The next 
General Body Meeting Luncheon will be Thursday, March 17 at Lib’s Grill in        
Fulton, MD. 

Over the past few weeks, I have received several inquiries from new and prospective 
members about education and training. Debbie Carter, our Professional Development 
Chair is a great person to speak to about career planning for Right of Way Professionals. 
If you have specific coursework needs or want to know more about the classes we offer, 
Education Chair Judy Michael is here to offer guidance. 

If Administrator Tim Smith’s presentation is any indication, our region will be booming 
with infrastructure work in 2022 and beyond. Our Chapter will do what we have always 
done. We will continue to educate right of way professionals through our courses. We 
will continue to encourage and support professional relationships through our events. 
And we will continue to give back to the IRWA through our service, work and 
generosity. That’s what we do, and if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it! 

Lastly, we have two conferences coming up this year. First, the Regional Spring Forum, 
hosted by Chapter 9, in Peddler’s Village, PA (a Philadelphia suburb). The forum will 
take place April 21 and 22. And our International Education Conference, June 5-8 in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  Hope to see you there! 
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SAVE THE DATES: 
 

MARCH GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, March 17, 2022 
 

REGION 4 FORUM 

April 21 - 22, 2022 
 

ANNUAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

June 5—8, 2022 
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CHAPTER EVENTS …  
DUTCH’S DAUGHTER LUNCHEON … GREAT TO BE IN-PERSON !!! 

SLATE OF OFFICERS 

2022-2023 
 

  President       Judy Michael, SR/WA 

  President-Elect   Brenda Fuller 

  Secretary      Shaun McClain, SR/WA 

  Treasurer     Tiara McCray 

  Asst. Sec/Tres   Michael Chicorelli, MAI 

 

CHAPTER 14 GENERAL MEETING  

THURS., MARCH 17, 2022 

LIB’S GRILL 

8191 Maple Lawn Blvd 

Fulton, MD  20759 

11 am—2 pm 

Members:  $20    Non-Members: $25 
 

LUNCHEON SPONSORED BY:  

Miceli Appraisers & Liquidators, Inc.  
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

President Jessica Brown, RWA and E-Communications 

Chair, Sue Stevens, SR/WA (far right) pose with Paul 

Blackman (left), Senior Director, with Overland, Pacific and 

Cutler (OPC) the November Luncheon Sponsor, and Tim 

Smith, PE, Administrator for MDOT-SHA, the November 

Luncheon Speaker. 

After a moving Tribute to the late Frank E. 

Knapp, SR/WA, Vanessa Ringgold, SR/WA 

(L) presents his wife, Donna Knapp, with a 

certificate representing the contribution  the 

Chapter will make in his honor  to the Right 

of Way Foundation.  Vanessa also serves as 

the Newsletter Chair 

President Jessica Brown, RWA greets 

Debbie Carter, SR/WA who is serving 

as the new Chair for the Professional 

Development Committee. 

President-Elect, Judy Michael, SR/WA 

greets member visiting from the new 

Pittsburg Chapter.  Judy also serves as 

the Chapter’s Education Chair. 

THANKS TIM FOR THE INSIGHT       

ON THE FUTURE AT MDOT-SHA ! 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT—DENISE LITZAU 

CHAPTER 14’s “HOSTEST WITH THE MOSTEST”    

… IT’S ALL IN THE TITLE 

Our Member Highlight this month features Denise Litzau, Managing Member at    Prop-
erty  Title and Escrow (PTE) located at 7008 Security Blvd, Suite 220, Baltimore, MD  
21244.  Since 2007, PTE has become the premiere Title company specializing in right  of 
way transactions for Maryland.  PTE has worked on large projects such as I-95, with 
Johnson, Mirmiran and Thompson (JMT);  the Red Line and the Purple Line with Diversi-
fied Property Services and other projects with State agencies. Denise has served as the 
Chair of the Luncheon Committee for the past 13 years and is turning over the reins to 
the new Program Committee Chair, Chris Helmick, Land Acquisition Manager 
 with Loudoun County Department of Transportation & Capital Infrastructure.   
 

The Bay Connection talked with Denise to get her insight on the Association. 
 

How long have you been a member of Chapter 14 and what motivated you to join  

IRWA? 

I became an IRWA member in 2007.  My company, Property Title & Escrow, LLC was 
performing  the title work for JMT on the I-95, “Lexus Lanes” in February of that year, 
and IRWA members from JMT mentioned the organization to me and invited me to a 
meeting. 

 

How long did you serve as Luncheon Committee Chair and why did you take on the role? 
 

I took over as the Chair of the Luncheon Committee around January 2008.  I loved the organization and wanted    
to help in some way.  Planning luncheons seemed to be the best use of my talents.  Once I started as luncheon 
chair,  I loved it.  It gave me the opportunity to meet everyone as they checked in.  It was such a great way to  
meet everyone.    

 

What has your IRWA membership meant to you professionally and personally? 
 

Being a member of the IRWA gave me the opportunity to become friends with those in the Right of Way              
industry.  Having a personal friendship with business clients makes dealing on difficult projects so much              
easier.  Through IRWA and the friendships I formed have opened doors for me with others in the industry.  
This in turn has allowed me to grow my business as well as hone the company’s expertise in ROW. 

 

How would you summarize your IRWA experience? 
 

I have had the honor to serve on the board for over 13 years. The wonderful friends that have served with me on 
the board have blessed my life.  I especially love our times away at the annual conferences.  IRWA has such an   
amazing group of people.  Seeing the young people serving on our current board has really blessed me.  They are 
so organized and capable.  I just met Chris in November and I am assured that our luncheons are in good hands 
with him at the helm. 
 

  Denise and her husband, Michael Litzau, have been married for 45 years and have three children, Christy,                       
  Jeremy (who is a part owner of PTE) and Tim.  They are blessed with 9 grandchildren who keep them busy.   

THANK YOU DENISE FOR A JOB WELL-DONE! 

Denise Litzau bids farewell  

after November General meeting  

at Dutch’s Daughter.     
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International Right of Way Association 

Spring Forum - Region 4 

April 21 and 22, 2022 – New Hope,  PA  18938 

Peddlers Village 

The theme this year is “Rebuilding America’s Infrastructure” and will feature an impressive              

assortment of industry speakers from Federal, State and private entities with interesting educational 

updates. 

To register, complete the registration form and send with payment to:  Maria White, 24 Garren Lane,  

Mountain Top,  PA  18707-1131.  The early bird prices will end on March 1st, 2022.  If the event is 

cancelled, you will receive a full refund. 

REGION 4 SPRING FORUM 

Registration Fees 

Thursday, April 21st (One Day Registration) – Day 1          Friday, April 22nd  (Second Day Registration) – Day 2 

 Type  Qty   Early Bird       (After 3/1/2022)             Type  Qty   Early Bird       (After 3/1/2022) 

 

 Member     $50.00          $60.00               Member     $150.00          $170.00 

 Non-Member    $65.00          $75.00                     Non-Member    $165.00          $185.00 

 Guests               $25.00          $25.00               Guests               $100.00          $100.00 

One Day Registration Includes, Breaks, Lunch & Evening Networking Hospitality Event 

Thursday, April 21st & Friday, April 22nd  - 2 Day Combination         Make Checks Payable to “IRWA Chapter 9” and email form to  

Type  Qty   Early Bird       (After 3/1/2022)              Mail all Registrations to:  Maria Whit 

      (Before 3/1/2022)                                  24 Garren Lane 

                                               Mountain Top, PA 18707-1131 

Member   .       $185.00           $200.00                  

Non-Member .     $215.00           $230.00                    

*Guests          .     $125.00           $125.00       . 

*No Registration Fee for guests – cost covers meals only 

        mawhite@pa1call.org 

      

Hotel Reservations:  Golden Plough Inn - Peddlers Village 

     GPS – 2400 Street Road,  New Hope, PA  18938 

     Reservations (215) 794-4004 

     IRWA Rate:  $119 + tax 20th and 21st  

       $169 + tax  22nd  

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE (YP) 

College Outreach Initiative — YPs are continuing their initiative to introduce students and  

transitioning professionals to the right-of-way and infrastructure industry. If you have contacts  

at area colleges and/or your alma mater reach out to our YP Chair, Tiara McCray at  

 

Tiara.McCray @ montgomerycountymd.gov 

mailto:mawhite@pa1call.org
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EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS 
 

For the latest courses both virtual and 
in-person visit the IRWA website  

 
Please see the link below: 
  
https://www.irwaonline.org/find-a-class/?
Keyword=t.b.d. 

Stay Tuned to E-communications 

For Chapter Sponsored Courses  

or 

Contact Education Chair 

Judy Michaels, SR/WA 
michjh@charles countymd.gov 

ASSOCIATION NEWS …  

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE  

SUPPORT THE RWIEF MONDAY NIGHT EVENT in CLEVELAND 
on Monday, June 6, 2022.  Visit the Foundation’s website at 
www.rwief.org for all of the details including general sponsorships, 
golf tournament sponsorships and exclusive garage sponsorships! 

DON’T MISS THE BEAT ON BECOMING A SPONSOR! 

IRWA ANNUAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

CLEVELAND, OH 

JUNE 5  -  June 8, 2022 

https://www.irwaonline.org/find-a-class/?Keyword=t.b.d
https://www.irwaonline.org/find-a-class/?Keyword=t.b.d

