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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

14! 

GREETING MEMBERS ! 

This is my first message  to you as Chapter 

14 President. As I begin my term, I can’t help 

but reflect on the past year and a half. The 

coronavirus pandemic brought us 

unprecedented changes in our society, from 

the workroom to the classroom. Human 

rights offenses and possible corrective 

strategies were put on the forefront, making 

us all question what we could contribute to create a more equitable world. The 

President of the United States has continued to discuss the importance of infrastructure 

to our betterment as a country. The IRWA is more necessary than ever.  

Of everything I have learned this year, I keep coming back to the importance of family. 

Family (those we make and those we choose) is foundational to our lives, communities, 

and our country. Our Chapter is its own type of family, with bonds that have 

strengthened careers, created friendships, and in some ways, “built” our geographical 

region. 

As the pandemic continues, we must also adjust to our new world. We have to build, 

rebuild, and strengthen. As a Chapter, we have to remember our history and continue 

to provide value and service to our members and communities. How do we do that? 

The first step is to PLUG IN! Our Board has continued to meet through the Zoom 

platform, every 3
rd

 Thursday. FYI: All Board meetings are open to all members!   

Chapter meetings are usually the third Thursday of each month unless otherwise 

notified.  (Check out upcoming meeting on page 2). 

We had our first in-person General Body Meeting for Thursday, July 29 at Guinness 

Open Gate Brewery in Halethorpe.  There was a fantastic turnout ... great food, drinks, 

and socializing.  We discussed the National Conference which was my first annual 

conference … it was an absolute BLAST! (Check out conference photos on page 3).   

Last, but certainly not least, a special thanks to Mike Jones, our President Emeritus, 

who led our Chapter with grace and flexibility through these crazy times. I hope to keep 

the party going! �  

Jessica Brown, RWA 

CONGRATULATIONS 

JESSICA BROWN, RWA 

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL  

OF THE YEAR 2020-2021 
 

Jessica received her award at the 

Annual Conference In San Antonio

(pictured here with IRWA Pres. Jake 

Farrell, SR/WA). 
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.SHARE YOUR NEWS ... 

Email Newsletter Editor vringgold@dpsinc.name 

ANNUAL CRAB FEAST 
IS BACK! 

FRIDAY, SEPT 17, 2021 
SANDY POINT STATE PARK 

 
Tickets $40 per person 

 
For tickets contact: 

Gloria Dolan 
410/562-7290 

GDolan@jmt.com 

 
Tickets are limited! 

Chapter 14 Members & 1Guest  
have first priority for tickets 

Until Sept. 1 

 
Steamed Crabs 

Hotdogs & Hamburgers 
Corn on the Cob, Chips 

Beer, Wine, Soda & Water 
 

BYO Sides & Desserts 

 

AUGUST PLANNING MEETING 

Thursday, August 19, 2021 

10 am—2 pm 

MDOT State Highway Administration :  

Office of Materials & Technology    (OMT /OCC) 

7450 Traffic Drive, Hanover MD 21076  

https://foursquare.com/v/sha-office-of-materials
-technology/4cffb65b2685a35de4dfc490 

Sign up for Committees … Step up to the Plate! 

Please submit any comments, recommendations 
suggestions and ideas to Sue Stevens—

susiegreenthumb@verizon.net 
Or any of the Chapter Officers 

UPCOMING EVENTS …  

 

SAVE THE DATE ! 

October 1 – 2, 2021 

JOINT FALL FORUM  

Region 4 & Region 5 

Cleveland, OHIO 

DETAILS COMING SOON! 

JULY/AUGUST 2021 

https://foursquare.com/v/sha-office-of-materials-technology/4cffb65b2685a35de4dfc490
https://foursquare.com/v/sha-office-of-materials-technology/4cffb65b2685a35de4dfc490
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IRWA 67th Annual Educational Conference … 

San Antonion TX   

Check out more San Antonio  

Annual Conference Photos  

Photo Galleries | IRWA 

JULY/AUGUST 2021 

FRANK C. BALFOUR WINNER,  

Carol Bellinger, SR/WA, is greeted  

by fellow Balfour Finalist  

Vanessa Ringgold, SR/WA 

REGION 4 REPRESENTS at  RWEIF 

Monday Night Event .. Hee Haw!! 

Members of the DEI TASK FORCE 

meet in-person after the Opening 

Ceremony to thank one another for 

completing their work.  Task Force 

recommendations were presented at 

the IGC Meeting in June. 

President  J. Brown networking ... 

President Jake Farrell, SR/WA gets  

the party started at the end of the Gala!  

Realistic cut-out of outgoing Pres. Sharon 

Slauerwhite, SR/WA made the rounds to all the 

events (she was unable to attend in person due to 

Canadian Covid restrictions)  … shown here with 

newly elected IEC Sec., Denise Skinner, SR/WA 

being congratulated by incoming Pres. Farrell. 

General Counsel David Arnold (VA-CH 52)  

has the bull by the  horn ... 

https://www.irwaonline.org/photos/
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IRWA OFFICERS 2021—2022 

President 

Jacob Farrell, SR/WA 

jfarrell@oppd.com  
 

President-Elect 

James Olschewski, SR/WA 

 jolschewski@utah.gov  
 

Vice President 

Judy Jones, SR/WA 

judy.jones@gmcnetwork.com  
 

Treasurer 

Fred Easton, PLS, SR/WA 

FEaston@F-W.com  
 

Secretary 

Denise Skinner, SR/WA 

denise.skinner@nustarenergy.com  
 

General Counselor 

David Arnold, SR/WA 

darnold@pendercoward.com  

SUMMER I — Volume 5 — JULY 2020 

SAVE THE DATE! 

JUNE 5—8, 2022 

IRWA 68th ANNUAL            

EDUCATIONAL                

CONFERENCE  

Next Issue Member Spotlight on IRWA Chapter 14 Member 

SHELBY HICKS, SR/WA and her son ARTIST LOGAN HICKS … 

you don’t want to miss it … 

Prominent Chapter 14  Member 

Frank E. Knapp III, SR/WA retired 

July 31, 2021 from Diversified  

Property Services (DPS).  Frank 

was with DPS for almost 20 years 

after retiring from the MD State 

Highway Administration where he 

started his ROW career and served 

for over 30 years. 

 

We all wish Frank the best and 

hope to still see him at Chapter 

14 events! 

SONNY aka Dan Bucan and CHER 

aka Beckie Shaw  close out the 

San Antonio conference with a 

big invite to join them in       

Cleveland—2022! 

RETIREMENT NEWS ... 
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